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Abstract—This paper focuses on the accomplishment of the 
sustainable development goals as a method in women to confront 
terrorism. Women have the crucial role in confronting terrorism. 
The purpose of this study is to investigate the efforts that are 
made by local governments in achieving SDGs. In the 
achievement of this research, qualitative research method is 
utilized. This research found that women empowerment 
measures relates to the ability of women engagement in the 
economic sector. Women need to be improved their knowledge on 
the various economic opportunities. The research supports the 
2030 Sustainable Development Goals that has 17 goals. The 
accomplishment of SDGs, especially declining the poverty line of 
the society is one strategic initiative to fight terrorism. 
Keywords—confront terrorism, women, economic opportunity, 
sustainable development goals 
I.  INTRODUCTION 
The role of women in supporting the government to 
confront terrorism is enormous. Based on data of research, 
there are some activities that have been done by women in 
fighting terrorism. Therefore, the empowerment of women is 
very important. Bayeh in her research in Ethiopia found that 
“Women in Ethiopia did not get chance in various the issues to 
build their country. Women’s empowerment in economic, 
social, political, and environment areas are needed to get 
gender equality” [4]. For this reason, the government needs to 
develop the competency of women in countering terrorism. 
Empowering woman in handling important issues in her 
country become an international issue. Ahmed,et.al.  state  
“ability and initiative of women are affected by the different 
roles, responsibilities and expectations of women and man in 
societies and cultures in participating in development projects. 
Therefore, government needs to focus on gender gaps and aim 
in providing equality for women in all areas of social 
provision…” [1]. This statement provides explanations of the 
need to empower women in all sectors, especially that are 
related to the social sector. The purpose of this study is to 
investigate the efforts that are made by local governments in 
achieving SDGs. 
II. RESEARCH METHOD 
In the conduct of this research, the writers utilized 
qualitative research method, with the collection of data as the 
main focus. In attaining the data needed, a number of specific 
methods are undergone. Among them, in-depth interview, 
larger group or focus group discussion, and on-line data 
gathering [8]. In addition to the methods above, observation 
and document analysis are also adopted to complete the data 
necessary for this research. 
III. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
The government needs to work hard in the effort of gender 
awareness so that the effort of women empowerment can be 
achieved. The United Nations Conference found  “Sustainable 
Development Goal 17 needs implementation and revitalize the 
Global Partnership to mobilize and share knowledge, 
technologies, expertise and financial resources in supporting 
the accomplishment of the sustainable development goals in all 
countries especially developing countries” [5]. Indonesia as 
one of developing countries still requires the global partnership 
in all sectors, especially in empowering women  
Page and Czuba in their article said that empowerment has 
three components namely social, multi-dimensional, and a 
process. Multi-dimensional mean it occurs in some dimensions 
such as within economic, psychological, sociological, and other 
dimensions. Moreover, empowerment occurs in all levels such 
as community, group, and individual. Empowerment has 
definition in a social process if it occurs in relationship to 
others“ [9]. This sentence describes that empowerment related 
with the ability of women in achieving their aim.  
For that reason, women need a strategy in achieving their 
goals. Malhotra et.al. in her research found that there are five 
dynamic between connection and defines a pathway namely 
innovation, context and timing, diffusion, innovation systems, 
and women’s empowerment and gender equality [7]. This 
statement illustrates that women need to know the innovation 
because it can give her opportunity in various issues that are 
developed from local, national and international level. In 
increasing the knowledge of innovation, women also need to 
vastly understand social innovations in order to be actively 
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engaged in social justice that would result to advantages to the 
society. Women must participate in various sectors such as 
political, economic, technological, social, and environmental 
sectors. Such active participations would encourage women to 
be proactive in confronting terrorism activities.   
Based on data from the Central Bureau of Statistics, the 
population of Pinrang Regency in 2014 was 364,087 people 
consist of 176,484 male and 187,603 female [3]. The data 
indicates that the demographic percentages of women are 
larger than men. This is certainly one of the strong reasons that 
women should be empowered especially in countering 
terrorism. World Bank in its report states that “gender equality” 
is smart economics and a core development objective in its 
own right. Productivity could be enhanced, development 
outcomes could be developed for the next generation, and 
institution is made more representative by greater gender 
equality [14].  
Moreover, international organizations realized the 
prioritization of women empowerment such as the Beijing 
Platform for Action in 1995; Goal 3 of Millennium 
Development Goals in 2001; and the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women in 1979 (CEDAW). 
Alvarez states that the empowerment of women in politics and 
decision-making is the one of way to achieve the goal of 
gender equality [2]. Therefore, the United Nation in 1995 
announced that the improvement of women’s social, economic, 
and political status is very crucial in achieving the 
transparency, accountability, and sustainable development of 
governance and administration [2]. The involvement of women 
in all sectors such as the political, economic and social sectors 
are indispensable as stressed by the United Nations in 1995. 
Moreover, Alvarez in her research in politics and decision 
making as one of the ways in promoting gender equality and 
women empowerment. Every women needs to know the 
knowledge related to the process of decision making in 
multiple sectors in order to prevent family members engaging 
in terrorism activities. 
Pinrang District Government conducted several strategies 
as the effort to empowering women in their activities. The 
government requests women as agents to peace process 
especially in confronting terrorism. Several workshops or 
religious lectures were conducted by the Pinrang District 
government in giving understanding to the public about the 
dangers of terrorism. Religious lectures are usually conducted 
in mosques, churches, and public area. This religious lecture 
gives information to the public about the actions of police and 
military forces in attacking terrorism and also the danger of 
terrorism. The police officers also invite the community to 
initiate measures in infiltrating terrorist activity agendas. 
This research also conducted a workshop that is 
participated by government apparatus, society and 
representatives of the young generation. This workshop has 
explained the danger to society caused of terrorism. The 
purpose of this workshop is to educate and improve public 
knowledge of the danger of terrorist ideology and goal. The 
information attained in the workshop will be expected to 
prevent future cases of terrorist activities, with the involvement 
of women. Another goal of the workshop is to socialize 
economic sector especially entrepreneurship activities for 
people. Steven and Gunaratna [12]. In their book stated that 
there are five major sectors of the causes of political violence 
and terrorism such as military security, political security, 
economic security, societal security, and environmental 
security. Among the factors listed above, the factor of 
economic security requires more governmental attention. 
Former President of Indonesia, Susilo Bambang Yudoyono, 
stated that the cause of terrorism emergence can be classified 
into a number of factors, including radical and extreme 
ideology, deviations from the religious teachings held, harsh 
living conditions, absolute poverty, and extreme economic 
circumstances [13]. Poverty is one of the roots of terrorism. 
The statement of Presiden Yudoyono highlighted that not only 
radical and extreme ideology causes terrorism, but also the 
deprived economic condition of the people. For this reason, 
local government needs to improve the economic sector 
through empowering women in economic agendas. 
Women's empowerment in the economic sector needs 
attention from the local government. The United Nations 
member states adopted the 2030 agenda for Sustainable 
Development on September 25, 2016. The 2030 agenda for 
Sustainable Development has three dimensions: economy, 
social and environmental. The table below shows the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
TABLE 1. THE SDGS 
No. Goal 
1 Overcoming poverty everywhere 
2 Addressing hunger through food security and good nutrition and 
promoting sustainable agriculture 
3 Ensure health through improved welfare for all ages 
4 Ensure quality education through education coverage for all levels of 
society 
5 Achieving gender equality through empowerment of all women 
6 Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and 
sanitation for all levels of society 
7 Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern 
energy for all walks of life 
8 Promote the sustainability of economic growth through increased 
productivity for all levels of society 
9 Build resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization and foster innovation 
10  Reduced inequality within countries and between countries 
11 Make urban areas and human settlements inclusive, sustainable, 
resilient, and safe 
12 Ensures sustainable consumption and production patterns 
13 Take action for combat climate change and its impacts 
14 Conserving and sustainably use the seas, oceans, and marine 
resources for sustainable development 
15 Protecting, restoring and promoting sustainable use of halt 
biodiversity loss, combat desertification, sustainably manage forests, 
terrestrial ecosystem, and halt and reverse land degradation 
16 Promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for providing access to 
justice for all, sustainable development, building effective, 
accountable and inclusive institutions for all levels 
17 Strengthening the means of implementation and revitalizing the 
Global Partnership for Sustainable Development 
Source: [6] 
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SDG is one of the ways in countering terrorism. Each element 
of SDGs supports women's movements and aims to address 
economic inequality and poverty. These principles will make 
people do not to support terrorist activities. The figure below 
illustrates the poverty rate per district in South Sulawesi 
Province.  
FIGURE 1. THE NUMBER OF POOR PEOPLE IN SOUTH SULAWESI 
PROVINCE FROM 2008 TO 2013 
 
Source: [11] 
Based on the above data, Pinrang District is smaller number 
of poor people than some other districts. Nevertheless, the 
number of poor people increases from 28.1 percent in 2012 to 
32.1 percent in 2013. This situation is caused by high 
population growth rate, income gap, lack of new employment 
and access to employment and lack of innovation and not 
optimum increase of production value of each business group 
[10].  
The above condition gives a conclusion that SDGs is less 
achieved. This condition needs serious attention from the 
government.  This situation will make the community 
especially the younger generation will be easily influenced by 
the movements of terrorist organizations. Therefore, there are 
several items that must be done under the name of advancing 
women’s rights and gender equality program. One is SDGs 
goal 8 on the sustainable economic growth through the 
enhancement of productivity for all levels of the society. 
Although Indonesia is a developing country, the economic 
opportunity must give more chances to women participation. 
The women engagement in economic sectors can certainly 
promote regional economic advantages and it will effect to the 
accomplishment of SDG goals. The local government is 
strongly suggested to formulate local-policies to achieve the 
target of the SDGs. 
IV. CONCLUSION 
The women engagement in economic sector is a key factor 
in achieving SDGs. The Pinrang District Government needs to 
have local-policy and program action to decrease poverty 
condition of the people. One policy and program should be 
focused to the improvement of women activities in economic 
sector. The better economic condition of the family in Pinrang 
Regency can be achieved by woman engagement in economic 
activities. This effort will be very useful to prevent or confront 
the family member to involve in terrorism. 
This study focuses only on religious and economic 
activities as an effort to achieve SDGs. Maximum achievement 
is one indicator of society will not support terrorism activities 
anymore. Therefore, future research needs to look at the 
education sector. Community economic activities can work 
well if are supported by an educated community. 
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